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TAGS: PEPR, IZ, XP, PLO 

SUBJECT: VISIT OP GAZAN DELEGATION 

1. DELEGATION OF NOTABLES PROM OCCUPIED GAZA STRIP 
ARRIVED BAGHDAD APRIL 22. DELEGATION LEADER IS HASHIM 
ATA AL-SHAWA, CHAIRMAN OP THE BOARD OP DIRECTORS OF THE 
PALESTINE BANK. OTHER MEMBERS INCLUDE A LAWYER, A 
JOURNALIST, A JUDGE, AN EDUCATOR AND A CITRUS PRODUCER. 

THE DELEGATION WAS RECEIVED BY BAATH PARTY NATIONAL COMMAND 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL MUNIF AL-RAZZAZ WHO PLEDGED 
THAT PARTY WOULD "EXTEND MATERIAL ASSISTANCE TO ARAB- 
CITIZENS WITHIN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES." 

2. ARRIVAL OP DELEGATION WAS PRONT-PAGE NEWS IN BAGHDAD 
DAILIES. PARTY NEWSPAPER AL-THAWRA ALSO PEATURED AN 
INTERVIEW WITH DELEGATION MEMBERS WHICH STRESSED 
PROBLEMS THAT CITRUS GROWERS OF GAZA WERE PACING 
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UNDER ISRAELI OCCUPATION. 

3. JORDANIAN EMBOFP CONPIRMED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT HAD 
INTERCEDED WITH IRAQIS IN EPFORT TO PACILITATE TRANSIT 
THROUGH IRAQ TO IRAN OF CITRUS FRUIT FROM GAZA STRIP. HE 
NOTED THAT DESPITE PACT THAT IRAQ ITSELP HAS SERIOUS 
SEASONAL SHORTAGES OP CITRUS PRUIT, IRAQIS WERE 
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RELUCTANT TO CONSIDER ANY PROPOSITION WHICH WOULD AID 
ECONOMIES OE OCCUPIED AREAS. IT IS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, 

THAT JORDANIAN REPRESENTATIONS PAVED WAY EOR VISIT OE 
GAZA DELEGATION. 

4. COMMENT: TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THIS IS EIRST TIME 
THAT IRAQI AUTHORITIES HAVE RECEIVED PERSONALITIES EROM 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. IT SUGGESTS THAT REGIME MAY BE 
BROADENING ITS SUPPORT FOR PALESTINIANS, HERETOEORE 
CONCENTRATED ON REJECTION ERONT. 

MACK 
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